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| To the Worlkipful 


JOHN OFFLEY 


MADELT MANNOR, Elg; 
High Sheriff of the County of 


STAFFORD. 


GREAT SIR, 


” F'\the worthineſs of the Patron ada 
.. ay th#g, (as it often does, audin 
NY. #77 JaunGure cannat fail) to the 
<> Teputgtzon. of an exerciſe of this. 
ugture, then 1 mih arhrervledge my felf 
(.4ig, under the moſd advantagions Cir- 

A 2 Cum> 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

cumſtances imaginable. And | infinitely 
_ glory, that T bad the honour to ſerve a 
Perſon upon whom *N/ ature and Provi- 
dence have beſtowed the choiceſs of their 
benefits, to accompliſh-in ſo bigh a degree, 
as to make him the great Ornament. of his 
Country. But when I conſzder the green- 
neſs of my years, the narrowneſs of my 
Knowledge, the barrenneſs of my Di- 
ſcourſe, I am. aſhamed of my Work, and. 
bluſh at the confidence of my Dedication. 
However L am ſomewhat encouraged, that 
the Flame in the Text, will keep warm- 
your affetion to the Preacher , wo 4 


the Homily be conſumed: I this  afſu- 
rance-I take the leave to Ydd, Fhat- ns 
50m in the World honours you with an 
higher Veneration; none prays for your 
happineſs with greater Leal and Con- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 


fancy, nor is there any that will be 
more ready (if occaſton be offered ) to 


ſerve you with more fidelity , than 
Noble Sir, 
T our moſt bumble and. 
moſs. obedient Servant 
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TO THE 


NOBILITY and GENTRY 
| O F S 


STAFFORD-SHIRE. 
WoRTHY S1 RS | « 


Here has been few of ſuch mean Quas» 

lifications. that have had the oppor- 
A rutity, none of To ſmall Endows- 
ments, the confidence to undertake the Enter- 
raihment of the moſt accompliſhed Perſons in 
our Age with a Diſcourſe ſo far below their 
taking notice of, You. had reaſon to wiſh 
your ſelves ih other places, and that better Di- 
he Pomona had given you opportunity to 
avoid : 


---»- H1uſto recitantes menſe Prophetas. 


But ſeeing you were pleaſed to honour me: 


with, 


I + q >. © { Ars a 
SOMOS ET OO YN TIC OS. SI 


The PREFACE. 


-with your Audience, letme beg the favour 
(and I am confident you can deny nothing 
that is generous) to preſent to your eyes, what 
was Once with the ſame humility offered to 
your ears. There had beenneed of the ſame 
\. Klame as chat inthe wy co inſpire me+with 
life to diſcourſe a Myſtery ſo profound, and 
then to preſent it to Perſons ſo diſcerning. 

I have nothing to ſay .in my defence, and 
therefore whatever boldneſs was in the un- 
dertaking, or errouriin the performance, Leave 
to your candour, which knows fo well to par- 
don the failures of thoſe that honour you. If 
I can any, way Compound for my Defects, it 
muſt be by praying for all proſperity .to .your 
worthy ſelves and Families , and 4 EHE you 
_ thar Iam | os 


| Your moſt obliged and: 4:5 
moſt obedient Servant. 


THOMSON. 
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SERMON 


Preached at the As$s17zt s held at 
 STAFFORD Auguſt 4. 1680. 


E X OD. IJ. 2+ 
And the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him in .a 


| HF of fire, out of the midſt of a buſh, and he loo 
 ked, and behold the buſh burned with fire, and 
the buſh was not conſumed, 


He Cries and Groans. of miſerable Ca- 
 ptives, long kept under: the ſlavery” of 
ſeyere and tyrannical Maſters, ' had now 
reach'd the ears of the Almighty : when 
; is goodneſs of Heaven (always ready 

| oy w the ſorrows, and redreſs "the 

grievances of the e alli ): was "2 ro A 

5 La ame 


(2) 


flame of fire, to make choice. of a perſon to deliver them: 
from the Bondage of the Agyptians,. and by a mighty 
hand to. convey them through the Walls yof the Sea, 
the barrenneſs of the Defarts, the venom of Serpents, 
the fury of many thouſands of moſt bitter 'and impla- 
cable enemies, and all the dangers of a tedious. Voyage 
into a Land flowing with Milk and Honey. 

But becauſe it was not caſte to change the Crook 
into a- Sceptex ,. nor a ſtammering Shepherd into a 
Commanding General, nor ſuddenly to ſhake the pride 
and pike of a Monarchy fo great as thatof Exypt ; it 
was neceftary the good man ſhould learn his Leſlog firſt, 
and take his Errand along with him, before he under- 
took a Treat with Pharaoh, or the Conduct of a People, 
ſo numerous, ſo mutiaous, of ſuch ſtubborn and ung: 
vernable diſpoſitions. For notwithſtanding Moſes had 
been bred at Court, had had great Commands, and 
performed honourable exploits in the Service of Pha- 
raoh againſt the £#thiopians, he was now for his ſecurity 
(bcing envied by the Great Ones, the Fate of all wi 


and valiant men) withdrawr into 2id:av , where he 


followed the imployments of a Country life, and. the 
careful exerciſes of a Shepherd. So true it, is, that 
able men bend their ſpirits which way they pleaſe, 
and are good at doing every. thing, habituating thenr 
ſelves to Times , to Perſons and to Faces, where 
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end. 'ithe Country life he now ehgaged' in, the ways 
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(3) | 
to bring him to, and methods to inſtruct him how to 
govern one of his'own. For as Plato obſerves, a 
Good King is nothing but a Shepherd of a Reaſonable 
Flock; and that he ought to take his Rudiments from 
the manner of ordering Sheep, to ſucceed well in the 
Government of Kingdoms: That he ought to ſee the 
tender love, the cares and the toils of the true Shep- 
herds, to.kearn how he ought to demean himſelf to- 
wards his Subje&ts. To Moſes therefore was given lei- 
ſure enough to lay all thoſe grounds, tarrying as ma- 
ny years in this kind of life, as he had paſſed before 
in the noiſe and buz of the Court. And this ſolitude 
having'purged him from all the impurities of Earth, 
readred him capable of the viſits and commerce af 
God. So that when the time of the delivery of Gods 


_ People drew nigh, as he was going along, entertaining 


tus thoughts in the Defart, he perceives this miracu- 


lous Baſh, crowned all with innocent flames, that 
gave a delightful beauty, and the fire that conſumes 


every thing, ſeemed rather to dreſs than to offend it. 
God meaning by this, after all his former inftruftions, 
further- to inform his judgment, and to firengthen 
his ſpirit, thathe might deliver his Ambaſſage with 
prudence, and carry on the whole deſign with valour 
and circumfpeCtion. In ſhort, that he might convince the 
w trans of the certainty and authority of his Miſlign, 

their unjuſt detention of Gods People, and the ug- 
reaſonableneſs of the burthens they impoſed .upon 
them, of the infinite power of his own, and weakneſs 
of their Gods; that he might. fatisfic the longing ex- 
Pang: of the 7#aclites, ih the mercies of God, tha- 
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(4) 
deliverance : The Angel of the Lord. appeared" unto hins 
in a flame 54 fire - out of the nid of a buſh; and he 
looked, and behold, the buſh burned with fire, and. the: 
buſh was not conſumed. 

This certainly. was. one of the greateſt Colloquies,: 
and one of the higheſt Diſcourſes that was ever un-- 
der Heaven ; whereig,- the Sovereign Maſter of a!l. 
things, ſeated upon a Throne of Fire, talked with the. 
molt excellent Man of all Ages touching the means to- 


break the chains of ſix hundred thoufand men beſides: 


women and children, .thar groaned under an horrible: 


captivity, and drowned every day a. part of their life. 


in Sweat and Tears. TT 
Let us but obſerve the Circumitanees.: The Anget 
of theLord appeared: He was not of fo forward a ſpi- 


rit as tO begin a work of himſelf of ſuch conſequence ; he 


ſtaid till he was called; and then too,. being ,accuſtomed. 
anly to the ſweetneſs of Solitude, he modeſtly refuſed. 
to be-a Negotiator in.a buſineſs of ſo great Importance,. 
and.to- betake himſelf again. to the Court of Egypt to. 
treat with Cenchris a haughty and inſolent. Prince :-al-- 
tedging his inability, the incredulity of thePeople, and 


the impediment in his ſpeech , to. free himſelf from. 
that Ambaſlage. But he was over-awed at laſt, and 
the meekneſs of his. Nature overcome by»the Angel that: 


gave him his Commiſſion. For. it was the Meſſenger 
of the Lord, or rather.the Lord himſelf to aſſure him 
of ſtrength to go through an imployment ſo tedious, 
ſo. full of danger and improbability , the Lord that 
binds Kings-in chains and Nobles in- links of Iron ; that 
raiſes from. the Dunghil ,to fit among Princes, that 

«livers. Priſoners and. Captiyes,. ſunk below: all -hopes 


and. 
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& &, 
andexpeCtations of remedy, into the glorious liberty 
of the Sons of God. And all this in a flame of fire, to 
enlighten his underſtanding, and to warm his ſpirit, 
that he might Know his duty, and'be armed with cou- 
rage to attempt, and patience to go through it. And 
thisin a B«/þ too, to teach us that God can make the 
weakeſt Inſtruments ſtrong enough tor the greateſt 
Undertakings ; can advance Brambles above the talleſt 
Cedars, and men of the greateſt Infirmities and Im- 
perfections, to the: higheſt Defigns, when his Glory 


- 15 concerned. And it is:fit it thould be ſo. For we 


hawe this treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the excellency 
of the power may be of God and not of us. 2'Cor.4 7. But 
this is not all. 7. burnt and conſumed not. This might 
have ſeemed a proper relief to their preſent afflictions, 
and a miraculous exchange of - their prohibited Straw. 
Forſo after when they had not the opportunity of hu-- 
mane food, they were more happily ſupplied with. that 
of Angels ; and what the barrenneſs of a thirſty Wil 
derneſs denied, was plentifully ſhowred on them'by the 
kinder influences of Heaven, 1 Cor.x.3,4. They did al 
eat of the ſame ſpirirual meat ; and did all drink of the 


fame ſpiritual drink : for they ' drank of that Rock that 
followed them, and that was Chriſt, So tender is God 


of his People, that when the Stock of Nature and com: - 
mon Providence fails, he 1s-ready to ſupport them with 
his immediate finger. And where parts were wanting . 
in the Bramble,and common ſtock of Amram,they were 
miraculoufly inſpired by the Lord in a flame of Fire. - 
But ſtill the unuſual circumſtance' gives an occaſion 
of great - amazement to the deſigned * Leader 'of Gods : 
People ; and while Janus like, he looks upon it with his | 
LA two. 


(6) 
-two faces, that is, his eyes and his reaſon, the quarrel- 
ling beams make a double reflexion , 


—— Rubuſque lucermis 
Exurgit binis 


For that a Buſh ſhould burn, raviſhes his -eyes onely ; 
that it ſhould burn and not conſume? his Iatelle&tuals. 


So weak are the faculties of humane Nature, that we 
are tranſported with every thing that happens above 
our ordinary obſervations ;; when alas! we have con- 
ſtantly before us objects of the greateſt wonder, and to 
ſpeak truly , if we conſider of things as we ought to 
do, the fame power is required to produce a Tubp, as 
remove a Mountain. | 

But there is myſtery in this ſtrange appearance, 
which the Prophet at preſent perceives not, and which 
it becomes us 1n the following Diſcourſe more plainly 
:to Muſtrate. | | 

We will firſt Preface ſomething, as to the nature of 
this divine Apparition, which was i» a flame of Fire, 
.and then give you the reſt of the Remarks upon the 
Text, which | be with all honourable obſervance 
to this worthy Auditory, and all due thankfulnels to 
your reſpeCtive patiences. | 
This chaſte Goddeſs (Yea) hath indeed at ' other 
times been the happy prognoſtick of future ſuccels, and 
2 proſperity anſwerable to the uncontrolable nature: of 


the ſupremeſt element. For ſo when Nature and For- 


tune had reſolved upon Zarguinius Prijſens for the Go- 
verament, a Fiery HZalp enriched his Temples, before 


they ſparkled with the tuſtres ofa Crown.! Angit _ 
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(7) 
of proſperous conſequence to the ' Roman Aﬀeairs, that" 
when L. Marcius was making an -Harrangue to the 
Souldiers, now deſpairing for the death of the two Sci- 
þio's, a Fire ſhone about his head. This happy prodi- 
gy warmed the courage of the deſponding Army, and 


_ gave it ſtrength to ſhatter the forces of the Carthagi- 


nians, to ſeize their Tents, and leave thirty eight thou- 
ſand men to cool their angry blouds in the Graſs, which 
they had purpled. 4 

But what need we mention ſuch perſons as theſe? 
Let us but inſtance in that moſt illuſtrious Prophet. 
Elijah. He includes the name of God, and of the Son 


in his name, and all his life time bare the Images of . 


them both, being a true child of Light and holy Zeal. . 
As he was yet banging at his Mothers breft, his Father 
had a Viſion, by which it feemed to. him that his Son * 
ſucked Fire in ſtead of Mitk, and nouriſhed himſelf with 
a moſt pure flame, which without offending hims ſup- 

plied him with an aliment delicious as poſſible. . And: 
the ACtions of the Son made good the dream of the - 
Father. . For he was all his life a man of Fire, his ſpeech : 
was Thunder, and his Life Lightning ; his Example a 
School of glorious ACtions, his Zeal a devouring Flame. - 
And as the King of .the Elements followed the courſe - 
of his words, and his will, ſo he burnt alſo in the In- - 
tertour - with - that- Fire , . that kindles - the hearts of: 


' Angels. 


The Fire is a ſtirring Element, being the moſt aQtiye - 
particles of that matter , which like Pato's Deity. per-- 
vades all: Bodies, giving ſtrength and motion, life and 
increaſe to every thing. It is the neareſt and the likeſt to | 
Heaven it kf, and poſſibly to thoſe Natures that ſhine 


£8) 


in glory there; for which reaſon it ſhould ſeem, that 
the Angel choſe to deſcend, not in the coldneſs of a 
Floud, or the heavineſs of a Clod, or the darkneſs of a 
miſty Cloak; but in the warm and glittering Flames of 
Fire. For the Angel of the Lord,&c. 

In which words (that we may not. be further trouble- 
ſome) pleaſe to take notice , 


7. Of the Perſon appearing, namely , The Angel of 
the Lord. 


2. ThePlace, 4 Buſh. 
3. The Manner of his appearing, 4 ame of Fire. 


4+ The miraculous conſequence of all this : 7: bur- 
ned with fire, and was not conſumed. 


I. Of the Perſon appearing. That. it was Chriſt him- 
ſelf, the eternal Son of God that appeared many times 
to the Patriarchs and Prophets of old, ſeems confir- 
med unto us.by the Teſtimonies of Euſebius, Irengzus, 
Fuſtin Martyr, and many other of the Ancient Fathers; 
and that it was he that ſpoke out of the Bu/h-in» a flame 
of Fire , may appear by. the tollowing circumſtances 
- mentioned in the Chapter : For Yer/. 4,5,6. When the 
Lord ſaw that he turned afide to ſee, God called unto him 
out of the midſt of the buſh, and ſaid, Moſes, Moſes, and 
he ſaid, heream I: And he ſaid, Draw not.nigh; put off 
thy ſhoes from off thy feet, for the ground whereon thou 
StandeFfF 1 holy ground. Moreover he. ſaid, I am the 
:God of Abraham, the God of Ilaac, and. the God of Jacob. 


To 
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(3 - 
To ſee God and live, to approach a burning fire and 
not- conſume, are priviledges rarely vouchſafed to the 
Sons of men, and ſole prerogatives of the Son-in-Law 
of Fethro. _ Ne IST Þ 
Pagan Fanſies could not reach the Notion ; ſo that 
while Phaeton is ſcorched with the Sun, 'and Semele 1s 
deſtroyed in the fiery embraces of Fupiter, behold the 
Buſh burns with fire, and is not confumed. ; 
But ſo this Saviour 'of men began with his pecyliat 


People in a flame, that ſhould warm, refrefh,; and 'en- 


lighten, but not conſume them : and continued with 
them, and went before them through the Red Sea , 


where the water retiring it ſelf through his power 


mage:tor them Ramparts of Chriſtal on each fide, and 


diſcovered untg them, in the middle a path, that the 
hand of God ſeemed to have laid with Taprſtry tomake 
an cafie and ſecure paſſage. O happy 7ſraelite! and 


highly favoured of God, who hadit a Saviour to deli- 


ver thee, not only from the Plagues and Slavery of 


Egypt, but alſo from the more milcrable' darkneſs ahd 


£ 
* 


Philiftim to. diſturb thy peace,” no” proud' fy; 
draw;thee Captive, but where thy'peate is :endlefs, 


.the [ing of death, but'from'the #ormeints' of © 
| C 


tyranny of fin. Thrice - blefſed thee, whoſe Glory 
goes before thee, to conduE thee firft-into a Land 
Hlowing with Milk and Ftoney, and thenice:into an Zvuſe 
not made with hands eternal in the Heavens , where 


there is no. Amorite or Hittite to encounter, no armed 
fyrzan to 


liberty uncontrolled, and all thy Joys are perfett. ld 
But O unhappy Few'!! -who'ſo ungratefally or 
t that 


-perſecute:this thy Saviour, even to death; and at th 
:tume too, when he.came to deliver: thee; not only from 


Fel allo. 
Oo 


. (10) 

O blind and miſerable Worm! who when: light came 
into the World, lovedſt darkneſs more than light, be- 
cauſe thy deeds were evil: and by thy Covetouſneſs, - 
Pride and Blindneſs, didſt not  onely condemn- thy 
King todeath, but thy ſelf to an endlets, and uncertain 
wandring through the World, an utter ablepfie of the 
light and eternal reſiſtance of thy own falvatien, to be 
made for ever a miſerable Buſh, and in the worſt and 
moſt intolerable ſenſe the application of the Text, 
To burn and not conſume. 


The Place of his Appearance: : In the midſt of a Buſlt. 
Man himfelt is but a Tree inverted, and by too fad in- 
ſtances makes good the reſemblance of a Vegetable, 
growing up by the ſame degrees, and ſpreading himſelf 
as a green Bay-tree ; but becoming a Shade to other 
Creatures, is expoſed himſelf toa thouſand ſtorms and 
dangers, never arriving in his.growth here, at the ſtate 
of Davids bleſſed man, P/al. 1.3. Like a Tree planted 
by the Rivers of Water, that bringeth forth his. fruit in 
due ſeaſon, whoſe leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and look what 
ever he doth, it ſhall proſper. For it is certain his 
leaf ſhall wither and his mantle ſhall fall to the ground, 
and his aCtions ſhall be attended with uncertain pro- 
ſperities, but with.certain-croſſes and diſaſters, But all 
muſt ſubmit. to Poetick Fanſies, whether. in Religion, 
or Nature. And-if they pleaſe to- make it fo, the 
World it ſelf muſt be content to be a Grove, and all 
Mankind a. Vocal: Foreſt, making ſometimes Kings 
of, Brambles, and verifying the Parable of Fotham, Jud. 
9.15. but oftner ſucking the juice from the lower 
Wood to advance the dangerous tallneſs of the Cedars. 
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So that this Miracle gives no ſmall caution to Moſes, 
while it teaches him to conduCt and guide them by his 
light, not to conſume them in the phantaſtick glories 
ot ambition, or the unreaſonable heats of anger. And 
theſe poor Shrubs might alſo learn, that all the burning 
coals of this perſecution they lay under, were to pre- 
pare for them the brighter luſtres of Glory , and that 
they ſhall never be conſumed, fo long as God is the 
Father-ot the Poor , the Comforter of the Afli&ted, and 
the Preſerver of his People. | 


3- The manner of his Appearance ; 7 a flame of fire. 
The Apparition was proper to fignifie the Life and 
Actions of Man in a Natural, Moral, and Theological 
ſenſe. For we live by an inviſible flame within us, and 
the Soul aftuates all the Members by this Inſtrument. 
This feeds upon [the Radical moiſture, and burns long 
before 1t conſumes it. It'is the fame in the little as the 
Sun is in the greater World, filling every part with its 
Influence and Natural Briskneſs. So that hence all 
Arts have had their Birth, as is diſcoverable in the 
early Inventions of 7ubal-Cain, and firſt Raker of 
Science out of the Fire. Tts uſefulneſs gained the re- 
putation ofa Deity, not only in the perſons of the later 
Vulcan , or the following Yeſta, but even in the firſt 
Ages of the Eaſtern People. And its power was held 
ſo great, and ſo uncontrolable, -that when Xerxes 
came into Greece, he burnt down their Temples, not 
onely to deride that abſurdity, as he thought of Gods 
dwelling in houſes ; but to ſhew the unlimited power 
of this of the Per/tans. | "OR 
- The Doctrine of the Poet was, that» the. Souls of 

C2 men 


( A 
men were fiery ſubſtances, and therefore no death was 
ſo terrible to the *Opnpidas, as that of Drowning. 


Aa d\ SEA TAG AE ET E MIEY *Ajpupoy up. 


Hence he brings none of the drowned Heroes into his 
Catalogae of thoſe who entered the famous Nations of 
the dead, as ſuppoſing now ſuch perſons no where to 
exiſt. Hence in the Storm of Sy»efus, we find the 
Souldiers in that extremity of danger, drawing their 
Swords, willing rather to vomit their ſouls out into 
the Air, thanextinguih them in the Water. AHeracli- 
tus taught the World it ſeit ro be made of Fire, and 
that aftcr certain Periods and Changes, the whole Uni- 
verſe ſhould ſhine 1n Flames. ' Laert. 

But the trueſt Divinity hath advanced its reputation 


to the higheſt pitch, while Chriſt here appears to Moſes in 


the form of this Element ; and. the Holy Ghoſt deſcen- 
ded upon the Apoſtles in tongues as of fire. Att. 2.3. To 
teach us that there is a neceflary vigour and a&tiveneſs 
required in thoſe that publiſh Laws, or adminiſter in 


Churches or Commonwealths.. Men of cold and lan- 


guiſhing reſolutions are far unfit for fuch imployments. 


They whoſe Zeal can burn-chearfully in the ſervices of 


God, and neither conſume it felt, nor deſtroy- others, 


are beſt accompliſhed: for buſineſs. ' And for this rea--. 


ſon weare often commanded: in holy Scripture to keep 


up life and vigour ſuitable to the deſigns of the Go-- 


{pel.. So Saint Paul teacheth his Romans, chap. 12.11. 


that they be not flothful. in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, 


ſerving the Lord, or apy Joh , ſerving the 


Time. For. the men of Authority and: Action, ought - 
to. 
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(13) 
to obſerve the Times, the ſtate of Aﬀairs, the bent and 
inclination of the People, that by prudent complian- 
ces, and wiſe proviſions, they prevent thoſe evils the 
unwary multitude would draw upon themſelves; and 
by concealing or revealing their intentions as the pre- 
ſent circumſtances of things will allpw , make their 
unwilling Ignorance the inſtrument ' of their own 
good. For the multitude 1s always an enemy te 
good Counſels, to good Men, and alſo to its felt , and 
1s therefore onely fit to aſſiſt in accompliſhing the drifts 
of wifer heads, as inanimate and ignorant Agents the 
general deſign of the World ; who though in ſome la- 
titude of ſenſe, perform - their proper aCtions; yet do 
they unknowingly concur. to higher ends and blindly 
advance the great intentions of Nature. But becauſe 
the Rabble is troubleſome or envious, or moroſe, or ſe- 
ditious, a wife man muſt not therefore ſmother his. 
fire, or neglect publick. or uſeful Imployments in the 
Commonwealth. And if a third Cato drop from. 


Heaven, he muſt expect to ſtruggle with the bad, . as 


well as converſe with the good, or elſe he cannot be 
Cato. Senec. There muſt be evils to redreſs by Virtue, as - 
well as wife men to approve that Virtue ; and there muſt 


be Difeaſes- as well as Health, or elſe there could be no 


Phyfician. | | 

It is nothing but the extravagance of a blind: Zeal, 
or the diftrations of a bewitched ſpirit, that makes 
{ome men rail againſt the Supereminency or Authority 


_ of Vagittrates, as if the xgle5voiaLev and xglaxupictas 


of our Saviour,, Mat. 20.25. prohibited all authority 
to puniſh others, or liberty to defend our ſelves. More 
reaſonable: was the advice of'S. Paul in the infancy of 
4 the. 


(14) 

the Church. 1 Thef. 5.19. Quench not the Spirit, (ie,) 
All thoſe excellent gifts., which deſcended in forms of 
Fire, uſt not be quenched with negle&, vanity, or 
idleneſs of life, but kept up and improved by the fer- 
vency of Prayer, Thankſgiving, and holy Zeal. And 
therefore, he makes his Angels Spirits, and his Miniſters 
a flame of Fire. *Pſal. 104. 4. It is the Meſſengers and 
Servants of God ſhould have the properties of both Ele- 
ments, the clearncſs and motion of Air together with 
the light and aCtivity of fire, but more eſpecially thoſe 
whoſe concerns are publick, and of moſt general con- 
ſequence. ' Wherefore S. 7imothy, who was a publick 
-perſon, is exhorted by all the preſſing Arguments and 
Rhetorick of S. Paul, 2 Tim. 1.6. Toſtir up the gift 
of God that is in thee ; *AvaCwmpeny, {tir up and recruit 
the Fire that is in thee, and exerciſe all thy gitts *to 
the propagation of Religion, eſpecially in thele times 
of Tumult and Diſorder, wherein the enemies of Chriſt 
oppoſe us with ſo much malice, fubtilty and violence, 
that unleſs we quit our ſelves like men, the battle will 
fall to their ſide. 

Men of melancholy conſtitutions are ſeldom of any 
great uſe in their generations : For what do contem- 
plations ſignifie to the re&ifying of Diſorders, or the 
ſetling of Peace, or the carrying on of Intereſts, or the 
determining any buſineſs in the World 2 And therefore 
IT look upon the Antients, eſpecially the politer part 
of them, to have took a better way to wiſdom, than 
we generally do now, They did not ſpin out the beſt 
of their days in the ſtiff diſputes about Genus and Spe- 
cies, or trifle away their time in putting Materia Pre. 
wa into het Morning Gown, but in Actions profitable 

: | | to 
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-to the Commonwealth'; by Induſtry in War, and Wif- 


dom in Peace ; "making themſelves the Ornaments of 
their own Age, and the great Examples of Valour, 
Prudence and Eloquence to the Generations ſucceed- 
ing. So that it was well obſerved by a Roman Knight 


. of ſome young Academians in his days. Nunc & re- 


rum tumore & ſententiarnm vaniſſimo ſtrepitu hoc tantim 
proficingt, ut cum in forum venerint putent ſe in alium ter- 
rarum orbem delatos, Petron. And Syneſius Epiſt. 54. 
runs higher, telling us that theſe contemplative men 
knew no more, even concerning Books, than was un- 
derſtood: by the more active Spirits: O! Ada, [ci- 
licet, wndty nu Th Ins NaFepumy * 2xuy 61s Tluen 
oye AprooTiass * [mw Avaqppiporicy 5 Go nu 
wImp Ov nudvoISs nao, Nomt mrHavh - Thy AugNway, Te 
» mo Auxeiov. And therefore the Proconſul took' the 
Pictures out of the Pzcile, commanding thoſe little 
Pretenders to. be no longer proud of their Sophiſtry. 
For to think to' become wiſe with reading of Books 
onely , is the ſame folly as'to think to become warm 
with the remembrance of the fire. 

May the Lord therefore bleſs us all with a well-- 
guided and fervent Zeal to do in this our Generation 
works to the glory of God, the edification of the 
Church, the increaſe of-Vertue, and alt goodnieſs in 
the community we live in ; that ſo when we come to - 
our laſt Ordeal , and our works ſhall' be burnt, we 
our ſelves may be faved, though: it be fo: as by fire, 
x Cor.3.15. And may the Lord always be merciful 
tous, asto his people 7ſrael, in that notableplace, 7a. 
43:1,2. Thus ſaith the Lord that. created * 4 | 
ba acob,- 


(16) 


Facob, and he that formed thee O Iſrael, fear not, for I 
have redeemed thee : I have called thee by my name, 
thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt through the Waters, 
T7 will be with thee , and through the Floods, that they 
do not overflow thee. When thou walkeſt through the 
fire , thou ſhalt not be burnt , neither ſhall the flame 
kindle upon thee. Words ſweetly applicable . to the 
Text, and which lead us from the manner of this di- 
vine appearance to the conſideration of ; 


4. The miraculous conſequence of all. this; .7The 
Buſh burned with fire , and the Buſh was not conſu- 


med. 44 


_ If Fire be properly- the Emblem. of Rule and Ju- 
ſtice,-(whoſe Provence it is, not to deſtroy, but. prote& 
their Charges,) becauſe being incorruptible 1n it felt, 
itdoes. not ſo properly deſtroy any thing, as reduce 
all things to their natural ſelves: and the great Judg- 
- ment and laſt Proceſs of the World be but a redu&ion 
. of things to ſuch a ſtate as they will naturally tall in- 
to, upon their fiery trial : then it might have ſee- 
med notſo great a nairacle,. that the Buſh ſhould burn 
with fire and yet not be conſumed. | 

But howeyer this be, the Appearance was. proper 
to teach Moſes; and other.great Maſters in. Kingdoms 


and Commonwealths, [that the Adminiſtration. of 


Juſtice and Government, is [not ito deſtroy the Bram- 
-bles and Underwood , but to preſerve them in their 
natural - greenneſs. .. For as..it.. is cruel.to .oppreſs the 
\ Poor. and Helplefs, or ſufter. them to.þe 1o :. fo it.js 


dan- >. 
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” mm. 
dangerqus to exafperate a multitude by 'too ſefere 
proceedings. And therefore the obſervation of the 
Satyriſt is not unworthy our remark. ; 


> = ————Claras abhtulit urbi 
Jlluftreſque animasimpune, & windice nullo. 
Sed periit poſtquam cerdonibus eſſe timendus 
:Caperat, hoc nocuit Lamiarum cede madenti. 


Whereas on the contrary, toprotect the Innocent and - 
relieve the Oppreſled, to. corre& the Stubborn and 

ſupport the Vertuous, to take off the ſuperfluous bran- 

ches, and preſerve the life ' and vigour of the Tree , 

are aCtions-of the .greateſt glery , which brings to 'my 

mind the Emblem of A/cuznus, wherein he reprefents 
Juſtice under the Figure of -a Rainbow, ſhewtng the 

Fire and Water an its red and blue colours, to inſtru&t 
us, that Juſtice holds the Fire to terrifie the Wicked, 
and the Water to-bring refrefhment -to'thoſe ſcorching 
heats of-calamities.that trouble the miſerabke. 


A Father tells us, that Goodneſs had made 'the 
World, but that Juſtice conſerved the Harmony there- 
of. For though -Covetouſneſs, Amibition, and Cruelty 
make harſh and jarring ſounds in the' Government of 
the Wold ;. yet Juſtice: corre&s the exceſſes of theſe 
Airs; and it it -meet with valiant and uncorrupted 
Souls -to ſerve as Inſtruments, it:ſends forth incompa- 
table Melodies , - which delight the- cars! of God, and 
rejoyce, the whole Fabrick of Nature, and never fail 
to, add Glory to the.Prince, .Security tothe Sabjeft, 
and' Proſperity to all, eſpecially-good'and- vertuous 

bi 5 5 D - men. 
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mens. Far if the ſlrength ot a King conſiſt m the union 

and multitude of his Subjxe&ts, which are as the. ar- 
rows in the hand of a Giant, Pal. 127.8. and the hap- 
pine. of his Subjes in mutual amities: then,. as Re-. 
1:;gion firſt cements and knits them together ;- ſo Juſtice. 
preſerves. them {o cemented, There cannot therefore 

be Services more acceptable to God, of more Honour 
to the King, of more Uſe and. Benefit to the whole 

Commonwealth, than the Adminiftration of thoſe: 
Laws, the wiſdom of. our Fore fathers. contrived to- 
preſerve us from conſuming.. Hence Judgment is cal-- 
led the Fudgment of God, and not of men,. 2 Chron. 19.5, 
And thoſe-in-Authority are called the Miniſters of God,: 
Rom. 13. 6.. And therefore Suyplications, Prayers; Inter-- 
ceſſions, aud giving of thanks are ta b2 made, not only- for 

Kings, but all that are in authority. 1 Tim.2.2. and that. 
for this reaſon,. that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godlineſs. and honeſty. For they. are our-- 
Protectors and. Defenders, they are the Preſervers of - 
our Peace, the Executors of: Juſtice, the Encouragers- 
of. Vertue,. and under the. thadow. of their Wings is our 
defence... 


_ - Qtherwiſe mer wonld live in-a continual ſtate of- 
War, through Pride, Cavetouſnefs, and Malice, daily. 
working each. others ruine The Brambles would de- 
ſtroy andeat up one anaether, . would periſh and decay- 
of themſelves, did not the warmth-of Juſtice- refreſh. 
agd. preſerve. them. Nay, the greateſt things would 
fall- under. end{efs diſputes; if there were not theſe. Di+- 
Termins to adjuſt their dificrences. The Lion and the - 
Eax, the Strong and Witty would claſh. perpetually ; - 


the. 


(19) = 
the violence "and ambition-'of forme, would trample 
pon the puſillanimity and weakneſs of -others; and 
whoever had not power to defend, .or wiſdom to evade, 


I ” 


muſt-heunder aneverlaſting oppreſſion. 


7. Therefore to prevent or redreſs theſe calamities, 
to reQrfic' the irregular ſpreadings of the - Buſh, and: 
diſtribute ſuccour and nouriſhment to-every branch re- 
ſpe&tively, though 1t be a task of the greateſt difficulty, 
and the greatefi. care, and to which are required the 
greateſt wiſdom and the greateſt accompliſhments hu- 
mane Nature 1s capable ot; yet it alſo bears the higheſt 
honour, and nobleit reward, Fs 


2. The prudent diftribution of Juſtice, 1s the onely 
thing that can reconcile us to one another , and pre- 
ſerve us tagether, when ſo reconciled. Nay, it ſecures 
unto us the love and proteCtion of God, and retrives 
the favour of that infinite Majeſty, when offended at 
our fins. And therefore when revolting 1rael had 
far mcenfed the wrath of God, -as that the Prophet 7a. 
1. TO. upbraids them with the opprobrious name of 
Sotom and «Gomorrah, he ſends them this way to wips 
off the afperſion and the-curſe, wer{r7.- Seck judgment, 
relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead for rhe 
widow ; and then, though your fins be as fearlet , they 
Jhall be white as Jnow, though they be red like crimſon, 
they habe: as wool. © it is the Rampart of Kingdoms, 
the Peace of the People, the Polity of Manners, the 
Joy of -Hearts, the' Harmony of the World, to whole 
Hwectnels neither the 'temperature of the Air ,: nor the 
ſerenity | ef the Sea, or the fruitfirineſs of the Farth 
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(20) .” 
2re any ways. comparable. . It 'is indeed every - thing 
that is good, according to the dottrine of Plato, Eaer.. 
$3 Weajpauyns eady Tpiz., Oc. For either it concerns 
the gods, and then we call it Piety,. or it mutually 
gives and receives what 1s right among men, or pays. 
the Fuſta tothe .dead. Hence Macrobias obſerves, - that 
from this Vertue branch forth Innocence, Friendſhip, 
Concord, » Piety, Religion, Natural Afﬀe&tion, Huma: 
nity. © So that whoever is unjuſt, does at once break 
down the bounds of Religion and Humanity.. 


Now as to the diſtribution of this by Magiſtrates, 
we are to remember, that it ought always to:be mixt 
with Mercy ; and not according to the literal ſtrict- 
neſs and ſeverity of Laws. For the Times, the Place, 
the Cuſtoms, the Natural Frailties and ImperfeCtions 
of men are to be conſidered ; and therefore Cato was 
a perſon far unfit for the management of ſuch Afﬀairs* 
Cato of whom the Prince of Orators, and one of the 
wileſt - Stateſmen. in- his days-, gives this. Character. 
Nocet aliquando Reipub. Dicit: enim tanguam in Platonis 
Reipub. ſentenriam , nou ' in face Romuli. | And . Mar- 
cilius Ficinus could not eſtabliſh a Government after 
that Model, though he had a City given him: for that . 
purpoſe. 


But. above all things Anger is to-beavoided, cas the 
moſt capital Enemy to Juſtice-and'\Mercy ; which like 
the'deſtruQive Nature of the Yew-Tree kills the Herbs 
and Plants about it. For Judgment-'is an: aft: of >Rea--- 

fon, and the. Law of. Reaſqn :is. to protect and pre- 
 kerve its Spectes,, and; conſult-the beſt means for: het: 
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£@rity. Wherefore Saint Fames counſels us againſt 
Wrath, becauſe , it worketh: not the righteouſneſs of Gods 
Fames 1. 20. And the Poets tell us that Scorpio muſt 
coatra&t his Claws, and men put off the heat and ve- 
nom of their Natures before room. can be made for 
Libra, and the World be equally poiſed. The Ze-- 
brews. have an obſervation worthy our notice , that 
God dwells in his Tabernacle from the beginning of 
the World to the day of Judgment, and that giving 
all the reſt of the tume to clemency, he reſerved. but 
one day for-Juſtice, A Meditation very divine, and 
fit to teach us patience to bear, and readineſs to for- 
give injuries, as well as mercy and compaſſion in all. 
judicial determinations. 


But to heighten this conſideration ; when we judge, 
let us not forget the-infirmittes of our own Nature ; 
conſidering alto, that we our ſelves may be tempted; | 
_ andthat there are various Fates, ſundry Miſchances and 
Errours, which. attend us in” this. Vale ' of Mortality. 
So that.an eafie cauſe ſhould not induce us to con--- 
demn' our brother partaker' of the fame hopes and re- 
ſarre&ion ' with our ſelves. For as Tertull. ad Scapul. - 
- Potes & officio 'juriſdittionis tun fungi & hamanitatis. 
meminiſſe. 'It was rhe milery of Angels they had no + 


Jury from: amongft themſelves' to allay the feyerity, of - 
their condemnation ; or conſider their fall' with the - 
leaſt remiſſion; but falling, under the ſeritence. of an ir- 
reſiſtible Power, were doomed by an irreverſible De-. 
cree to an eternal Torment. . | 


-J 
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- Bat man- who ſinned in-an- hight natute 


422) 
y mercy in the midſt of judgment, and a Saviour who 
took his natureupon him, to be at once his Advocate 
and his Judge , Heb. ij. 16, For he took not en him the 
mature of Angels, but he took on him the ſeed of Abra- 
ham : wherefore in all things it behoved him to te made 
like unto his brethren , that he might be a merciful and 
faithful Figh-Prieſt in things ferrorng's God, to make 
 recontiliation for the fins of the people. For in that he 
hath ſuffered himſelf, being tempted , he is able to ſac- 
, eour them that be tempted, O merciful God! how 
ſhall we ſufficiently admire thy loving kindneſs who 
when we had grievoufly ſinned againſt. thee, didft 
not conſume us with the flames ot thy Juſtice , bur 
. didft reſerve ns for pardon and forgiveneſs, for mercy 
.and falvation. How ſhall we ſufficiently praiſe thy 
goodneſs, who when we were fallen. as low as Hell, 
daft advance us to the glories of Heaven, and'though 
fank- in the darkneſs and horrours of the infernal Aby1 

.didſt raiſe us to the eternal happineſs and beatifical vi- 
ion of:thy moſt glorious Self 2 Lord fill our ſouls with 
wonder and adoration , with holy extaſies and ra- 
viſhments, that we may in the greateſt heights of di- 
vine raptures, even above our ſelves, praiſe thy eter- | 
,hal compaſſion-to the ſons of men. . | 


But then what room will be left for thee, and.for 
thy glories eternal and maſt merdiful Jelus!, . who 
being in the form of God, thought it no robbery, to.be 


, , ; % Ad < i & I - 
and rookeſt upon thee the farm of a Servant, and waſt 


bd 


made in the. likeneſs of men, and being found in- fa- 


hion.as a man, digit humble thy, (elf, and. 
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(23) : 
obedient to death, even the death of the Croſs, Ph1/. 
ij. 6. Thou cameſt to acquitus, and we judged thee ; 
thou cameſt to deliver us trom fin and death, -and we 
by fin condemned thee to the moſt ſhameful and igno- 
miniqus of deaths. What returns ſhall we make to 
thee for thy obedience, thy bumility, thy patience, . 
thy Agony and bloudy paſſion, thy eternal and never. 
failing love to mankind. We will daily praiſe thy- 
mercy, and talk of thy loving kindneſs, and. declare 
thy falvation to the generations that come aſter us.. 
We will adore thee in our life, and praiſe thee in our- 
death, and. magnifie thee for ever and ever. . We will 
learn by thy example to put on the bowels.of. com-.. 
paſſion and forgiveneſs, and.in the midſt of Judgment 
to-remember. mercy, while. we remember - thee, who 
didſt appear to Moſes in a flame of fire out of the mid$#. 
of -a buſh, and he looked, and behold the Buſb burned with: 
fire, and the buſh was not. conſumed... "Ir 


I will now no longer preſume upon. your Lordſhips:: 
patience. For what can my ſhallow Meditations prar:- 
fit in concernments of ſo high a nature 4 I will onely- 
beg the attention of this-worthy Auditory ,. while I 
repeat. part-of that P/a/m the Fews uſually ſung be-- 
fore they- ſate down to Judgmeat, and then eloſe all - 
with a-ſbort Application. Pfal. 82. Defend the poor 
and 'fatherleſs : da Fuſtice to the afflifled and needy. 
Deliver the poor and needy : rid them out of the hand. 
of the wicked.' Ariſe 0 God, judge the earth : for thou. 
fhalt inherit all Nations. :_ | 7 


(24). 
The 4 pplication. 


"The Application ſhall be firſt unto your Lordſhips, 
wherein I beg the liberty to preſent unto you the Cha- 
rater of a good Judge in the. perſon of holy Fob,, 
Fob xxix. 15. 1 put on Juſtice, and it covered me : my 
. Righteouſneſs was as a Robe and a Crown. IT was eyes 
to the blind, and feet tothe lame. T was a father to the 
Poor : and the Cauſe which I knew not, IT ſearched 
our. And T brake the jaws of the wicked, and pluckt 
the ſpoil ont of 'his teeth, A CharaCter that ſhall 
laſt toall Ages; and which makes the holy man as 
tamous for his Faſtice as his Patience. 


' There is before your Lordſhips, Caſes of ſome dit- 
ficulty , which we queſtion not but your Wiſdom 
will eaſily ſearch out;. and you have perſons, who 
would be glad to be the Application of the Text , - 
-to &urn 1o they may not be conſumed.. But fin ſtead. of 
offering to pretend to give any advice to perfonages 
ſo wiſe, ſo grave and ſo experienced, I will pray 
that your Lordſhips like Samue/, who judged 1ſrael 
all the days of his life, and went from year to year 
in-circuit to Bethel and Gilgal and Miſpeh, and judged 
Iſrael in all thoſe: places , continue” your Lordſhips 
in thoſe Honours -already conferred , and that God 
may bleſs: and continue all that Wiſdom, Diſcretion,. 
and Integrity which hath advanced you. to 'fo great 
truſt and dignity in.the Kingdom , thar ſo we. may 
long rejoice in the bleſſed diſpenfation of Juſtice from 
| | your 


(25) 
your Lordfſhips ; and that your Lordl 1p aktet- many 
and many Summers, ripe in Age, ar in Honour; 1 ripe 
in Grace, may reap the plentiful 


Vertues. 


ell of all. your 


To the Gentry. 


| We are: next to return all -oilible -hanks to al 
theſe worthy Gentlemen , for Ficir appearances he 
with ſom readinehs, [: much cheartulnels and gal- 
lantry, Foe oct ary od RR 


Gentlewies:; Believe it TY your, LOTS ho- 
nour and nobleſt charge to encou e Vertue, Truth, 
and Juſtice, to ſhine before your ' Interiours in the glo- 
rious examples of Religion 'and Mele , to, relieve 
and comfort afflicted and diſtreſſed men, to-preſ 
your reſpeCtive Net rhoods in love and awe. . By 
this means all due ſervice will be paid to God, LOYORY 
to our gracious Sovereign and his lawful Succeſlors, the 
whole Community will be be, Pere IN peace, and 
your moſt happy ſelves ſhall ſparkle in Fitting ho- 
nour , and like the ancient Lamps in the Venerable 
Sepulch res of your worthy Anceſtors » burn, but not 
comfwnes | 


To Nee Lawyei ers. 


Our next addreſs ſhall be to the worthy Pradtitio- 
ners of the Law ; and this ſhall be done too, with all 
the reſpect due to that Noble __ 1on, and we hope 


due 
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Je tothe Profeſſors: alla.., Be pleaſed bherefgre, Gene 


tlemen, to cqnſider ;, 23A ni Srrt 21S? Yaz 
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{{ That there no fa ly" more noble, none. more 
aſcf, nay. none more ary ; in any Government, 
than your own. Some, Philaſopners aſlure us., that 
every d that lives in Nature, lives by a certain: 
beat an fire, WACRK). 1t gr and.that all gals. 15. nothing 
elſe but” a fite, N Ch PLN 4t- Glee the whole 
Univ "I ang! © MUMNUNICares, to. 1£: quickning Spirits 
and Kerer- Pet hh make all the rodun 
ftions inthe boſome of Matter. That which the Fire 
does in the Natural World ,. the. Law imitates in the 
CiviE:. It 18 4 Participation. of the firit; Reaſon, which 
inſitnanes. it felt into the maſs. of. 7 Mania ag, enthelliſhes 
it with - ts '$ yen dars, entivens. it. with .its; Heat,, en- 
lightens' fe ith its Luſtres, and'kgits;it together by 
v1 inviſible ' Ctizigs of, Love and Obedience.” With- 
out this there could, be no. diſtin&tion of {ve and 
Thine', no privi ledges to. the. Good., no. En\OUrage; 
ment'to the, Vertyous, no. defence, $9. >the. WWeak,,,no 
reward to Cate Qr;, Vs ry, no, ſecurity; to;Any,. and 
conſequently, no 'Peate., no. Order., - 119 :Government. 
Wherefore 'it becomes. Men of a.Calling fo. honourable, 
an Education ſo* generous to adorn hg Profeſſion 
with a prudent and conſcientious management, that 
by well diſcharging,the Offices of the Law. here , ye 
may beadvanced to more honourable dignities hereaf- 
ter, and change. your Titles of Serjeants. and Count{el. 
Tors, to thoſe more pob: > of kings, and Prieſts; to, FFiga 
with Chriſt Jor, EVEr el 11G 9105” : :5t3 6&1 oh £279 5 
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-- 2. To remember the People, hike-the Bratnbles, 'are' 
apt to vex and entangle themſelves in naatual and ve- 
ry trifling ditterences ; and it would be much for your 
glory to endeavour kindly-to diſentangle thoſe nn- 
happy knots, (which too often prove the ruine of both 
Parttes) -and place every. Branch and Shrub in, ſuch or- 
der, that like as in the Quincuncial Gardens of. Cyrus; 
every one may. have its proper place and nouriſhment; 
without. any incumbrances to its neighbour., It would: 
be, for; your reputation not to heighten, but ſtrive ito) 
allay the paſſions of inconſiderate men, nor; demur' 
their ACtions till 'the remedy be too dear. - For: that: 
is moſt. honourable which is moſt . beneficjal- to: the: 
whole Community : and the Law was made; -not for: 
private advantage, but. the. benefit:,of the whole S6-' 


ciety. 


The Fire you know was a Virgin-Deity, , it ;cquld 
not be corrupted ; ie} ace fart 1 ein 


% 


-S& Comites Virginitatis amat, « 

Your flame therefore ſhould be chaſte and pure, like 
| that of the Buſh, barn and*not conſume. For as the 
moſt eminent in your Profeſſion deliver; The end of 
the Law is to comfort ſuch as are' grieved,”! to coun- 
ſe] ſuch as are perplexed, to relieve ſuchas are circum- 
vented, to, prevent the ruine-of-the Improvident;to 
fave.the Innocent, to ſupport- the Impotent; to take the 
prey out of the mouth of - the-Oppreſfor, to: protect the 
Orphan, the Stranger , and the Widow ; in ſhort,” to 

| E23 -- inſtruct 


inſkrudt -und, enlighten the - 


whote "Sc 


ety, but hot 


To the Furors. 


-. In this! caſe I ſhall onely fay. what Saint Paw! tea- 
cheth, He. vj. 16. an Oath is the erid of all contro- 
verſies ; without it Juſtice could hardly be” effefted , 
_ or: Government ' ſecured. You are mten upon! your 
Oaths, and your Verdicts to be givett in_accordinply. 
It behoves'you to be wiſe and conſcientious.” But it 
is more proper for me to. pray, where I cannot dire, 
- that God would be-pleaſed to guide you bo, as that you 
may diſcharge the truſt repoſed in you, with all faith- 
fulneſs, chirity and*prudence,- that itt may be in order 
to the determination of Controverſies, the deteion- 
of Ungodlineſs and Immorality, and the eſtabliſhment 
of 'Truth, Juſtice, and. Peace. And that it may be ſo, 
remember the: Fear you owe to God, the Loyalty to- 
your Soveraign, the Faithfulneſs to your Country, the 
Charity to your Neighboors,. and the Tenderneſs. to. 
your own: Conſciences. 


To the People. 


.. The laſt of .our Advices ſhall be tothe Greater Num- 
ber.. You: generally' complain of the Severity of your 
Governours, the Heavineſs of your Butthens, the De- 
murs and unreaſonable charges of tlie Law, as the main 
eccaſfions: of your Poverty ; when alas, the Diſeaſe is 
within: yur felves, but you will not ſee it. - You fob 


low 


(9) 
low the Diftates of your Anger, Malice, and Revenge;. 
and then grudge if you are not fatisfied, P/al. 59. 
though your pretenſions be never ſo unjuſt, you lay 
the tault upon the Law, or the Managers of it, if 
your Cauſe ſucceed not according to your own luſt. 
But alas, if you will look into your ſelves, and thoſe 
Methods by which you manage: your concerns, you: 
will often find your Suits to be unreaſonable, or tri- 
flmg, and your moſt paſſionate ſelyes the onely cauſes 
of your own ruine, falling out frequently about as: 
mean trifles as the School Doctors diſpute a Goats 
hair , and then driving on the Quarrel with ſuch heats 
and imprudence, that the Conquerour hath. often re- 
pented of his. Victory, and ſuch another would not- 
onely be the ruine of his Adverſfary,, but his own too. 
It is therefore a great miſtake, to think. that Great 
men only oppreſs their Inferiors.. It is your own'mu-- 
tual- quarrels and oppoſitions. by which you deltroy . 
your ſelves. If ye would. but conſult the Goſpel, ye: 
will find- it not onely the means of your falvation here- 
after, but your peace-and proſperity here. It is a Fire 
like the Author of it , which warms- and; eplightens: 
the Poor,. not conſumes them. 


This teaches you to: Kar God' and obey the King, 
and all that are. in Authority under him; to. ſubmur 
your ſelves to all your Spiritual Paſtors, Maſters and 
Teachers, and to do unto all men, as ye would they 
ſhould. do-- unto: your This- teaches Husbands- love,. 
and; Wives obedience, Parents. care and Children:ho-- 
nour, Maſters juſtice and Servants fidelity.. 4 

And; 
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And it teaches .us all to bridle our Anger,.to marti- 
fie our Pride, our Luſt, our Covetouſneſs, and alf thoſe 
Paſfions that might any ways annoy one another ;: 
and in ſtead of theſe, to put on the Bowels of Love 
and Tenderneſs, of Compaſſion and Forgiveneſs ; and 
if we have ought againſt our Adverlary toagree with. 
him'betimes, before we can offer to God any ſervice, 
that wiltbe acceptable to him. 


By this means ſhall we adorn the dofrine of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and not onely affure 
our ſelves of Salvation in: Heaven, but of Peace and 
Security on Earth ; and the Lord himſelf will forgive 
our ſins, and turn his Judgments from us, will ſhine 
gloriouſly upon us, but we ſhall not be conſumed. 
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